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The March 22 news story "Democrats Plan to Restore Budget Discipline; House, Senate 
Consider How to Reduce Deficit" [news story, March 22] failed to mention that the 
Democrats' proposed budget ignores the looming threat of entitlement spending growth in 
programs such as Social Security and Medicare. 
 
The baby-boom generation begins retiring in 2008, and the costs of health care are 
skyrocketing. The over-65 population is expected to nearly double by 2035, to 75 million, 
while the ratio of workers to retirees will shrink to 2-to-1 the same year. Left unchecked, 
entitlement spending will consume nearly 70 percent of the federal budget in just 10 
years. 
 
Despite many Senate hearings on the urgency of this issue, the Democrats' budget offers 
not a single proposal that will, on net, reduce entitlement spending. That is not budget 
discipline; it is passing the buck to future generations. 
 


